Ttet«04letten> 

of  the 

Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 

1000  ELEVENTH  STREET,  N.  W. 

WASHINGTON  1,  D.  C. 

Telephone:  STerling  3711  Editors:  E.  Raymond  Wilson  Barbara  S.  Grant  C.  Lloyd  Bailey 

Washington  Letter  No.  87  Special  Issue  on  Effective  Legislative  Action  May  1951 

Keep  this  Newsletter  Use  this  Newsletter 

IN  THIS  NEWSLETTER 

A  Guide  to  Legislative  Action 
Membership  of  Congress  and  Committees  of  Congress 
"Memo  To  a  Very  Important  Person  -  Subject tPeace" 


This  is  a  "how  to  do  it"  newsletter  from  Washington,  It  is  being  mailed  to  supplement  our 
letters  on  legislation  before  Congress  -  for  example,  Newsletter  #86  which  should  be  in 
your  hands  by  now.  We  hope  you  will  find  this  material  permanently  useful  -  that  you  will 
keep  it  through  the  year  so  that  as  we  later  suggest  such  action  as,  "Letters  to  Members  of 
the  House  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  this  week  would  be  useful,"  you  will  know  to  whom  to 
write  and  how  to  go  about  it. 

We  are  enclosing  two  items  for  your  constant  use,  a  pamphlet  from  the  World  Peace  Comission 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  "Register  Christian  Opinion",  and  a  "Memo  to  a  Very  Important 
Person  -  Subject:  Peace",  published  jointly  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  and 
the  Social  Service  Committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting  and  sent  to  you  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Social  Service  Committee, 

"Register  Christian  Opinion"  is  a  list  of  the  members  of  Congress,  by  State  delegations, 
and  includes  lists  of  the  members  of  the  major  committees  of  Congress,  Even  since  January 
when  this  was  published,  some  deaths  and  changes  have  occurred,  and  we  have  made  correc¬ 
tions  to  date  on  Page  U  of  this  Newsletter,  This  booklet  does  not  include  all  the  commit¬ 
tees  and  sub-committees,  however;  the  complete  and  official  lists  of  members  of  the  House 
and  Senate,  as  well  as  membership  of  all  the  committees  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge  by 
writing  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  Capitol  Building,  V/ashington 
25,  D,  C« 

The  second  enclosure,  "Memo  to  a  Very  Important  Person  -  Subject:  Peace  and  Your  Responsibil 
ity  for  It"  seemed  to  us  a  necessary  adjunct  to  a  newsletter  on  legislative  action  for  we 
are  aware,  as  you  must  be,  that  legislation  is  but  one  segment  of  our  increasingly  complex 
social  and  political  lives.  The  "Memo"  indicates  other  places  where  citizens  can  exercise 
influence  -  such  as  among  family,  friends  and  neighbors,  and  in  community  organizations 
working  on  commxmity  problems.  It  further  sets  down  in  compact  form  some  of  the  national 
organizations  which  stand  ready  to  help  you# 

That  section  of  the  "Memo"  entitled  Knowledge  is  Power  especially  attracted  the  eye  of  the 
F  C  N  L  staff,  for  a  good  share  of  F  C  N  L  time  goes  into  finding  information  and  trying 
to  stimulate  ideas  among  citizens  as  well  as  in  Congress,  Our  most  systematic  effort  is 
the  Washington  Newsletter,  and  it  is  listed  in  the  "Memo"  among  periodicals  under  "Where 
Can  I  Get  Further  Information?",  pages  10  -  13, 
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A  GUIDE  TO  LEGISLATIVE  ACTION 

We,  the  people,  citizens  of  a  democracy,  are  heavily  involved.  The  decisions,  in  the  form 
of  legislation  by  Congress,  and  treaties  made  by  our  public  officials  commit  us  to  a 
definite  course  of  action, 

A  law  is  binding  upon  us, 

A  treaty  establishes  us  in  a  relationship  with  other  nations. 

Their  decisions  become  our  commitments.  We  and  they,  citizens  and  public  officials,  are 
closely  bound  together.  The  decision  is  theirs.  The  hazard  is  ours* 

DO  YOU  KNOW  YOUR  CONGRl^SSMATJ  AND  HIS  POINT  OF  VIEW  ON  VARIOUS  ISSUES? 

Who  is  Your  Congressman?  If  you  know  your  Congressional  District  number,  check  in  "Register 

Christian  Opinion"  to  find  his  name. 
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Or,  visit  or  write  to  your  county  commissioners,  whose  office  will  be  in  the  county  build¬ 
ing  at  your  county  seat,  or  your  postmaster  and  ask  them  to  send  you  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  Representatives  to  Congress  from  your  own  area.  If  you  do  not  know  the  names  of  the 
two  Senators  from  your  state,  ask  for  that  information  as  well. 
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Next,  or  perhaps  instead,  look  in  the  Congressional  Directory  at  the  public  library  for  the 
name,  address,  and  short  biographical  sketch  of  your  Congressmsui  and  Senators,  Use  "Regis¬ 
ter  Christian  Opinion"  or  the  Directory  to  find  the  lists  of  Committees  of  Congress  and 
then  list  all  the  Committees  on  which  your  representatives  serve. 


How  to  make  your  views  known  to  your  Congressman.  Contacts  with  your  Congressman  are 

effective  in  the  following  order; 

1*  Personal  Appointment  U*  Post  Card  or  telegram 

2,  Well-written  letter  3#  Resolution 

3,  Letter  for  or  against  a  bill  6*  Petition 

Personal  Appointments;  In  the  files  of  the  F  C  N  L  in  Washington  there  are  records  of 

interviews  with  Congressmen  in  their  Washington  offices.  Most  of 
the  records  are  snatches  of  conversations  jotted  down  from  memory  just  as  the  visitor  ran  to 
catch  his  train  back  home.  Most  of  the  visits  were  made  in  the  course  of  seminars  in 
Washington,  or  on  special  trips  for  special  issues  -  for  example,  two  hundred  or  more  con¬ 
cerned  individuals  talked  with  their  representatives  on  peacetime  conscription  during 
February  and  March  of  this  year.  It  is  not  xmfAir  to  say  that,  among  these  appointments, 
thoughtful  conversations  are  the  exception,  not  the  rule* 

Congressmen  in  Washington  are  incredibly  busy,  and  on  some  days,  even  the  most  persistent 
visiting  "lobbyist",  starting  with  a  list  of  10  -  12  members  of  a  single  committee  or  of  a 
state  delegation,  may  find  at  6;00  p,m,  that  he  has  had  but  one  unsatisfactory  conversation 
and  has  to  his  credit  endless  hours  of  waiting  in  the  hope  of  an  appointment,  or  has  covered 
on  foot  a  seemingly  endless  expanse  of  marble  halls* 

We  are  not  suggesting  that  such  visits  to  Washington  are  useless,  but  we  do  point  out  that 
they  are  difficult.  We  advise  that  this  kind  of  personal  appointment  be  a  last  resort  in 
time  of  decision  on  especially  vital  issues,  not  the  basis  of  your  continued  relationship 
to  your  representative  government. 

We  would  suggest  the  ^phasis  be  on  regular  contacts  in  your  district  and  state.  One 
Congressman  told  us  he  had  never  been  invited  to  speak  in  a  church  in  his  district.  Could 
your  meeting  or  church  arrange  a  forum  or  discussion  for  your  Congressman  next  fall? 
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Would  it  help,  particularly  within  your  church  or  meeting,  to  have  someone  or  some  committee 
formally  assigned  to  keep  in  touch  with  your  representatives  in  Congress  -  throu^  the 
newspapers,  through  special  reports  like  this  Newsletter  and  special  material  like  voting 
records,  through  correspondence  with  your  representatives,  and  through  their  home  offices? 

If  there  were  such  a  legislative  committee,  its  work  might  include  state  problems,  and  it 
would  certainly  be  able  to  help  in  arranging  interviews  with  representatives  when  they  are 
at  home  -  an  alternative  procedure  to  the  often  hectic  Washington  interview. 

The  F  C  N  L  would  urge  groups  in  communities  to  plan  for  an  annual  talk  with  their  repre¬ 
sentatives  about  a  wide  variety  of  important  issues  so  that  he  is  judged  by  his  attitude  on 
many  questions  and  not  just  one  or  two#  Invite  church,  educational,  agricultural,  and 
labor  leaders,  or  just  a  few  of  your  friends  and  associates  if  you  have  common  interests 
and  share  common  concerns.  Write  to  your  representative  while  he  is  in  Washington,  with 
perhaps  a  carbon  copy  to  his  home,  requesting  some  time  for  an  appointment  and  indicating 
who  will  participate.  Someone  in  the  group  will  need  to  assume  the  responsibility  for 
starting  the  conversation,  but  a  study  of  his  voting  as  reported  in  the  press,  or  of  the 
voting  record  published  every  two  years  by  the  F  C  N  L  and  other  organizations  would  provide 
adequate  background  for  points  of  agreement,  points  of  disagreement,  and  areas  where  new 
ideas  could  be  explored  together.  The  F  C  N  L  staff  in  Washington  will  be  glad  to  try  to 

provide  additional  information  on  specific  legislation  you  may  want  to  discuss,  and  many  of 

the  suggestions  given  below  (in  #5)  for  letter-writing  may  be  applied  to  the  interview# 

We  make  this  recommendation  on  the  basis  of  other  records  in  the  F  C  N  L  files.  One  group 
reported  from  the  raid-West  during  the  election  campaign  last  fall: 

‘•I  am  v/riting  to  report  on  our  visit  with  (Congressman)  .  ,  ,  We  drove  to  (town) 

Thursday  evening,  and  met  with  him  at  his  home#  He  was  very  cordial  in  his  greeting 
and  1  felt  understood  and  appreciated  the  effort  made  in  order  that  we  could  drive 
the  nearly  100  miles  to  meet  our  8  o'clock  appointment.  The  group  didn't  go  expecting 
to  change  the  course  of  history,  for  in  other  visits  and  through  correspondence  we  felt 
we  knew  how  he  stood,  but  we  still  believed  we  were  not  justified  in  not  'laboring* 
with  him  again  on  this  more  personal  basis,  perhaps,  in  his  own  home,  #  ," 

Letter  Writing:  In  the  course  of  the  legislative  year,  you  will  need  to  use  letters  to  keep 
in  touch  with  your  representatives#  In  writing  your  Congressman  there  are  a 
few  general  rules  to  keep  in  mind  to  make  your  letter  count# 

1#  It  is  better  to  ask  a  question  on  which  you  v/ant  an  answer  than  to  write  a  "mad"  letter 
of  protest.  Make  it  a  question  that  requires  more  than  a  yes  or  no  answer, 

2#  Ask  for  a  reply  shoiving  where  your  Congressman  stands  on  the  issue#  You  can  then  pass 
this  information  on  to  the  voters  you  know# 

3#  Write  about  one  point  only  in  one  letter#  That  makes  it  easier  for  your  Congressman  to 
count  "for"  and  "against"  on  any  issue# 
ii.  Be  courteous,  respectful,  and  brief# 

5.  Write  really  "useful"  letters.  A  well-written,  thoughtful  letter  in  which  you  tell  your 
Congressman  your  ideas  and  "why"  about  a  particular  bill  he  has  xmder  consideration 
gains  his  attention  and  his  respect,  and  often  assists  him  in  making  up  his  mind  how  to  vote# 
If  you  have  had  some  special  connection  with  the  subject  under  consideration,  say  so#  You 
may  actually  have  more  first-hand  experience  than  he#  Your  experience  and  suggestions  may 
help  him  to  work  against  selfish  interests#  The  letter  may  be  typed  or  handwritten;  use 
your  usual  method  of  letter  writing.  If  you  type  it,  send  a  copy  to  the  city  or  county 
committee  man  of  the  political  party  of  which  your  Congressman  is  a  member#  Congressmen 
often  check  with  local  committee  men  to  find  out  who  their  correspondents  are.  Above  all, 
be  useful  as  you  write,  and  write  your  own  ideas# 
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HOW  A  BILL  BECOMES  A  LAW 


Any  member  of  Congress  may  introduce  a  bill.  Bills  may  be  written  by  an  outside  party, 
by  a  member  of  Congress,  or  by  a  Government  agency. 

Bill  is  assigned  to  a  committee. 

Committee  hearings  take  place. 

Gomraittee  reports  the  bill  out,  favorably  or  unfavorably. 

Favorably  reported  bill  goes  to  the  Rules  Committee* 

Bill  debated  by  the  whole  body. 

Bill  signed  by  officer  of  body. 

Bill  goes  to  opposite  body. 

Same  procedure  through  this  second  body. 

Joint  conference  committee  if  the  bill  passes  second  body  in  a  different  form. 
Conference  report  voted  on  by  both  House  and  Senate.  If  they  fail  to  agree,  bill  may 
go  back  and  forth  several  times. 

Bill  is  signed  by  speaker  of  the  House  and  president  of  the  Senate. 

Bill  goes  to  President  to  be  signed  or  vetoed.  To  override  a  veto,  both  houses  must 
pass  it  again  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

The  enrolled  bill  is  filed  with  the  secretary  of  the  Senate  and  becomes  an  act.  It  is 

then  listed  as  "Public  Law  No. _ "  and  may  be  obtained  as  such  from  the  Clerks  of  the 

Document  Rooms  in  the  House  or  Senate. 


(For  a  more  complete  discussion  of  this  process,  write  for  "Congress  in  Action"  by  Smith 
and  Riddick,  National  Capitol  Publishers,  Inc.,  P.  0.  Box  7706,  Washington  U,  D.  C.  Price, 
75^  single  copy;  60<4  two  -  fifteen  copies) 


WHEN  AND  WHERE  TO  MAKE  CONTACTS 


The  time  to  begin  action  on  an  issue  is  while  a  bill  is  being  considered  by  a  committee. 

If  you  read  your  newspaper  with  understanding  and  look  carefully  for  information  on  pending 
legislation,  or  if  you  receive  the  F  C  N  L  Washington  Newsletter,  you  will  find  what  com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress  are  considering  bills.  Write  to  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  that  has 
the  bill  you  are  interested  inj  give  your  ideas  about  vrtiat  you  would  like  to  see  in  a  bill 
and  urtiat  you  don't  want  in  it.  Over  90  percent  of  all  bills  pass  Congress  in  the  exact  form 
they  are  approved  by  the  committee.  Be  sure  to  send  your  own  Congressman  or  Senator,  as  the 
case  may  be,  a  copy  of  the  letter  you  send  to  the  committee  Chairman, 


Next,  you  may  influence  the  passage  of  a  bill  by  getting  in  touch  with  your  own  Congressman 


or  benator  before  the 
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CORRECTIONS  AND  ADDENDA  TO  "REGISTER  CHRISTIAN  OPINION" 


Senate  Members:  Thomas  R.  Underwood,  (Dera. ,  Ky.)>  succeeded  Virgil  Chapman,  (died  March, 
1951) 

Blair  Moody,  (Dem.,  Mich.)>  succeeded  Arthur  Vandenberg,  (died  April,  1951) 


Senate  Committee  Changes: 

Russell  B.  Long,  (Dem.,  La.)  succeeded  Virgil  Chapman  on  Armed  Services  Committee 
William  Benton,  (Dem.,  Conn.)  succeeded  Russell  Long,  Banking  and  Currency  Committee 
Thomas  R.  Underwood, (Dem. ,  Ky.) succeeded  William  Benton  on  Expenditures  in  the  Executive 
Department  Committee. 

Vacancy  in  Arthur  Vandenoerg' s  place  on  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 

House  Members:  John  C.  Watts,  (Dem.,  Ky.)  succeeded  Thomas  R.  Underwood.  (Resigned  from 
House  to  accept  Senate  appointment)  Election,  April  1U>  1951 

Claude  I.  Bakewell,  (Hep.  Mo.l)  succeeded  John  B.  Sullivan  (died  Jan.,  1951) 
House  Committee  Correction:  Add  Walter  S.  Baring  (Dem.  A-L,  Nev.)  to  Expenditure  in  Exec.Dep^ 


